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CLASSIFIED  BY:  Richard  E.  Hoagland,  Ambassador,  Embassy  Dushanbe,  State  Department.  REASON:  1.4  (b),  (d) 

f.  1 . (C)  SUMMARY:  The  Ambassador  endured  a three-hour-plus  one-on-one  lunch  August  1 with  Tajikistan's  Minister  of  Defense  Sherali  Khairulloyev. 
T2 . (C)  Defense  Minister  Khairulloyev  apologized  several  times  for  "misunderstandings  and  missed  opportunities"  in  the  past  in  U.S. -Tajik  milit 
f3 . (C)  Minister  Khairulloyev  returned  several  times  to  NATO  and  Georgia.  He  repeatedly  asked,  "Why  does  NATO  want  a country  like  Georgia?  Ever 
f4 . (C)  Khairulloyev  volunteered  that  the  Shanghai  Cooperation  Organization  (SCO)  has  to  develop  to  become  a military  bloc  "with  one-third  of  t 
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J5 . (C)  This  lunch  took  place  in  Minister  Khairulloyev' s private  dining  room  off  his  recently  renovated  private  office.  He  emphasized  that  he  s 
f6 . (C)  The  Ambassador  lost  track  of  the  toasts  after  the  tenth.  His  shot-glass  held  vodka.  The  minister's  high-ball  glass  was  kept  filled  wit 
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f6 . (C)  This  bizarre  event  was  curious,  because  U.S. -Tajik  military  relations  have  incrementally  been  improving,  especially  with  the  National  G 
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serves  at  the  pleasure  of  President  Rahmonov  and  may  be  replaced  after  the  November  presidential  election.  Although  this  drunk-fest  is  how  manj 


